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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Call to Artists – the Backus Museum’s annual juried photography competition  
“Through the Eye of the Camera” returns this spring  

 
Fort Pierce, FL – March 1, 2021 – The A.E. Backus Museum & Gallery’s annual juried photography 

exhibition, Through the Eye of the Camera, returns this spring with new opportunities to recognize and 

celebrate the finest artistry in the photographic medium. Amateur and professional artists in traditional 

and digital photography are encouraged to enter this longstanding and favorite competitive opportunity 

from March 31-April 30, 2021. There is a $30 entry fee for artists entering 1-3 works, $25 entry fee for 

artists entering 4 or more works. This year’s full prospectus with application, dates, guidelines, along 

with new categories, awards, and entry procedures is available to download from the Museum’s website 

at www.BackusMuseum.com/juried-shows or pick up at the Museum, 500 North Indian River Drive in 

Historic Downtown Fort Pierce, Florida. 

There are new categories for the 2021 competition. Photographers may enter their work in one of four 

categories: (1) Animal subjects; (2) Flora & Landscape subjects; (3) People/Portrait subjects; or (4) Open, 

for subjects that are not included in the three major categories. There are no longer categories for how 

images are captured, manipulated, or how they are presented. In addition to Best of Show, Director’s 

Choice, People’s Choice, and 1st-2nd-3rd in the category awards, there will be a new “Best Black & 

White Photograph” and “Best Film / Traditional RAW Photograph” awards. Details are available in the 

prospectus. 

There are new entry procedures related to the ongoing public health situation. Artists are required to 

sign up online for an entry appointment in advance, in order to limit the number of people on site and 

protect the health of our staff and visitors. Each 15-minute entry appointment will accommodate one 

artist entering up to three (3) works of art; artists wishing to enter more than three works may sign up 

for additional entry appointments. Artists can access the online appointment schedule with all entry 

information at www.BackusMuseum.org/juried-shows. 

The juried exhibition Through the Eye of the Camera will be on view May 7 – June 18, 2021, with 

accepted artists and award winners announced online by Thursday evening, May 6. In lieu of an opening 

reception, the Museum will extend its hours to members and the general public on Saturday and 

Sunday, May 8 and 9 to 10:00 am – 4:00 pm.  

 

CURRENTLY ON VIEW 

Right of Way: The Highwaymen features nearly 50 works by original Florida Highwaymen artists Harold 

Newton, Alfred Hair, Mary Ann Carroll, R.A. McLendon, Willie Daniels, James Gibson, and more. The 
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exhibition explores through enthralling images the drive and determination of these important African 

American artists. Right of Way: The Highwaymen is on view January 8 – March 7, 2021.  

Opening March 12 is the special exhibition TOP: Anniversary Invitational. Celebrating our 60th Season, 

we invite 10 past winners of the top awards from The Best of the Best fine art juried show and Through 

the Eye of the Camera photography juried show to share a body of six works each in a wide variety of 

media. These annual creative contests have a history of breathtaking examples that never cease to 

enthrall viewers. With 60 works for 60 years, drawn from two long-beloved competitions, this 

presentation will truly showcase the best of both worlds. TOP: Anniversary Invitational will feature 

works by Laurie Aguera-Arcas, Patricia Corapi, Dawn Currie, Ellen Fischer, Debby Marriott, Erika 

Masterson, Dawn Miller, Susan Pantuso, Mike Ricciardi, and Frank Spino. It will remain on view through 

April 25, 2021. 

For more information, please visit www.BackusMuseum.org. 

ALL DATES AND PROGRAMMING SUBJECT TO CHANGE; PLEASE CHECK THE WEBSITE FOR ANY UPDATES OR CANCELLATIONS. 

PLEASE NOTE THAT AT PRESS TIME WE ARE UNABLE TO PLAN FOR TRADITIONAL EXHIBITION OPENING RECEPTIONS DUE TO 

MASS GATHERING LIMITATIONS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS. PLEASE WATCH FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS 

FOR ALTERNATIVES OR FOR WHEN WE ARE ABLE TO SCHEDULE FUTURE RECEPTIONS THIS SEASON. 

 

ABOUT THE A.E. BACKUS MUSEUM & GALLERY 

Since its founding in 1960 and the first day the doors opened in 1961, the A.E. Backus Museum & Gallery 

has been a center and catalyst for creativity and culture in our region. The Museum houses the nation’s 

largest public presentation of artwork by Florida’s preeminent painter, A.E. “Bean” Backus (1906-1990), 

and is home to the state’s only permanent multimedia exhibition on the Florida Highwaymen. In 

addition to preserving and perpetuating the artistic and humanitarian legacy of Backus, the Museum 

organizes and hosts changing exhibitions from artists of national and international acclaim. Celebrating 

60 years on the Indian River this season, the Backus Museum was recognized as the 2021 Best Tourist 

Attraction / Best of the Treasure Coast by the readers of Indian River Magazine. 

 

Regular Season Hours are: Wednesday – Saturday, 10 AM to 4 PM; Sunday, 12 Noon to 4 PM (closed 

Monday-Tuesday). Closed Easter Sunday, and May 1-2, 2021. Admission is $5 per person; AARP, AAA, 

and Veterans with appropriate ID receive a $2 discount. Students with school ID, children under 18, 

active duty military, and current members are always free. Visitors are asked to wear face coverings and 

practice social distancing for the safety and comfort of guests, staff, and volunteers.  
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